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The essential guide to financial instruments, logically presented Fundamentals of Financial

Instruments deals with the global financial markets and the instruments in which they trade. While

most books on finance tend to be heavily mathematical, this book emphasizes the concepts in a

logical, sequential fashion, introducing mathematical concepts only at the relevant times. As a

result, the reader gains conceptual clarity reinforced by just the right level of technical detail to

ensure a comprehensive exposure to the skills needed in the financial world.  Establishes a strong

foundation for understanding global markets Acts as an invaluable resource for those considering a

career in the financial markets Offers an accessible yet in-depth treatise on modern financial

instruments Presents a logical navigational path for a typical student of finance who is attempting to

come to terms with the intricacies of the subject  Covering the fundamentals of various types of

assets in a single volume, Fundamentals of Financial Instruments is a compact yet comprehensive

one-stop reference for students and professionals in finance and economics.
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I had the privilege of learning about the financial markets from Prof. Parameswaran at T.A.Pai

Management Institute. I am now delighted to have the opportunity to be one of the first to read his

latest contributions to financial literature."Fundamentals of Financial Instruments. Introduction to

Stocks, Bonds, Foreign Exchange and Derivatives" published by Wiley Finance is an aptly titled

book as the title says it all. It serves as a perfect primer to students who are taking those first steps

into the financial markets. The book lays the ground with establishing the link between the economy



and capital markets as well as underscoring the impact of monetary and fiscal policies that currently

drive some of the largest economies of today. It builds on this foundation and runs through the

gamut of securities from the basic ones such as equities to the most complex ones like MBS.

Besides being a useful book for students of finance, it serves as an all in one, exhaustive reference

for the working professional who can reach for it in lieu of a search in Google or Wikipedia for a

quick catch-up. It would also come in handy to those taking the CFA Level II and the FRM exams as

a source of additional material to augment that provided by the CFA Institute and GARP.The second

book "Futures and Options. Concepts and Applications" published by McGraw-Hill brings back

memories of my second year at MBA when I took up a similarly titled course by Prof.

Parameswaran. Simple language explains the market structure, purpose, pricing and valuation of

derivative instruments. The book is replete with numerous worked out examples which would be a

valuable asset to students and practitioners of finance.
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